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Form 8 

Listening

Read the text once, then let the pupils choose one answer at each text (multiple or true/false variants). Remember, this is a listening test. Do not give the pupils the text to read – they must get all the information from listening! 
I

Photo printing firm pays out compensation

Charlotte King made a once-in-a-lifetime visit to China last October and took lots of photographs. When she got back she decided to send away her films for printing one at a time. In this way she would more easily be able to match her photographs to the diary she had kept while she was there. It was a good thing that she did, because the first film she sent to the company for printing was lost.

Miss King was very upset that she would never see her precious pictures of Shanghai and Souzhou. The company offered her a free roll of film, but Miss King refused to accept this offer and wrote back to say that their offer wasn't enough. They then offered her £20 but she refused this too and asked for £75, which she thought was quite fair. When the firm refused to pay she said she would go to court. Before the matter went to court, however, the firm decided to pay Miss King £75. This shows what can be done if you make the effort to complain to a firm or manufacturer and insist on getting fair treatment.

II

Read the text once, then let the pupils choose one answer at each text (multiple or true/false variants). Remember, this is a listening test. Do not give the pupils the text to read – they must get all the information from listening! 

The Toy Museum

This museum is in the centre of the town, a few metres from the cathedral, and near the market. It contains dolls, dolls' houses, books, games and pastimes, mechanical and constructional toys. In this collection there are toys made by all sorts of toy manufacturers from the most important to the smallest, including the most ordinary toys and the most precious. There are also records of children's pastimes over the last hundred and fifty years. Most major manufacturing countries of Europe had toy industries in the last century; French and German factories produced millions of toys each year. Many collectors of toys think that the second half of the nineteenth century was the best period for toy production and the museum has many examples of toys from this period which are still in perfect condition. There is now a growing interest in the toys of the 1920s and 1930s and as a result of this the museum has begun to build up a collection from these years. Visitors to the museum will find that someone is always available to answer questions - we hope you will visit us. Hours of opening 10.00-17.30 every day (except December 25 and 26) 

Form 8 

Listening

Remember: you are NOT allowed to take notes at ANY time when the text is being read to you.

Photo printing firm pays out compensation
Listen to the text and choose one answer for each question. Circle the correct letter A, B or C.
1. What is the writer trying to do?

a. To complain about photographic printing.

b. To give advice on how to complain.

c. To inform us about legal problems.

2. This text is from ...

a. a diary.

b. a letter.

c. a newspaper.

3. Before her visit, Charlotte had ...

a. been to China once before.

b. never been to China before.

c. already been to China several times.

4. It was a good thing that Miss King sent her films away one at a time because ...

a. not all the films were lost.

b. she was offered a free roll of film.

c. she was able to complete her diary.

5. When Miss King said she would go to court, the company ...

a. offered her £20.

b. said their offer wasn't enough.

c. made the decision to pay £75.

Decide whether these statements are true or false:

6) Charlotte King visited Japan last October. 
7) Charlotte King was going to print films one at a time. 
8) Charlotte King was keeping a diary with photos during her trip. 
9) The first film that she sent to the company was successfully found by Miss King. 
10) The company offered Charlotte King  £20 for the film and she took it. 
The Toy Museum

Listen to the text and choose one answer for each question. Circle the correct letter A, B or C.

11. This writing is from ...

a. an advertisement. 

b. a school history book. 

c. a storybook. 

12. What is the writer trying to do? 
a. To give advice. 

b. To give opinions. 

c. To give information. 

13. The museum has so many toys from the late 19th century because ... 
a. it is located in the middle of town. 

b. many consider this period the best for manufactured toys. 

c. visitors are interested in toys from that time. 

14. What period of toy manufacturing is receiving increased attention? 

a. Every day except in December. 

b. The 1920s and 1930s. 

c. The 20th century. 

15. Which of the following advertisements would you find outside the Toy Museum? 

a. Toys of Ancient Civilizations 

b. BEFORE TV! - a special exhibition of indoor games from 1890 to 1940 

c. How Children Dressed 1600 - 1900 "Clothes for all Ages"

Decide whether these statements are true or false:

16) The museum of toys is close to the market. 
17)  The museum doesn’t have many toys, houses and books. 
18) Europe didn’t have toy industry in the last century. 
19) The collectors think that the second half of the 19 century was the most favorable for toy production. 
20) Nowadays there is no interest at all in the toys of the 1920 and 1930. 
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Form 8
Reading

Text 1
Your Amazing Brain

Read through the text and choose one answer for each question. 
You carry around a three-pound mass of wrinkly material in your head that controls every single thing you will ever do. From enabling you to think, learn, create, and feel emotions to controlling every blink, breath, and heartbeat - this fantastic control center is your brain. It is a structure so amazing that a famous scientist once called it "the most complex thing we have yet discovered in our universe." 

Your brain is faster and more powerful than a supercomputer. Your kitten is on the kitchen counter. She's about to step onto a hot stove. You have only seconds to act. Accessing the signals coming from your eyes, your brain quickly calculates when, where, and at what speed you will need to dive to intercept her. Then it orders your muscles to do so. Your timing is perfect and she's safe. No computer can come close to your brain's awesome ability to download, process, and react to the flood of information coming from your eyes, ears, and other sensory organs. 

Your brain generates enough electricity to power a light bulb.Your brain contains about 100 billion microscopic cells called neurons - so many it would take you over 3,000 years to count them all. Whenever you dream, laugh, think, see, or move, it’s because tiny chemical and electrical signals are racing between these neurons along billions of tiny neuron highways. Believe it or not, the activity in your brain never stops. Countless messages zip around inside it every second like a supercharged pinball machine. Your neurons create and send more messages than all the phones in the entire world. 

Neurons send information to your brain at more than 150 miles per hour. A bee lands on your bare foot. Sensory neurons in your skin relay this information to your spinal cord and brain at a speed of more than 150 miles per hour. Your brain then uses motor neurons to transmit the message back through your spinal cord to your foot to shake the bee off quickly. Motor neurons can relay this information at more than 200 miles per hour. When you learn, you change the structure of your brain. Riding a bike seems impossible at first. But soon you master it. How? As you practice, your brain sends "bike riding" messages along certain pathways of neurons over and over, forming new connections. In fact, the structure of your brain changes every time you learn, as well as whenever you have a new thought or memory. 

Exercise helps make you smarter. It is well known that any exercise that makes your heart beat faster, like running or playing basketball, is great for your body and can even help improve your mood. But scientists have recently learned that for a period of time after you've exercised, your body produces a chemical that makes your brain more receptive to learning. So if you're stuck on homework problem, go out and play a game of soccer, then try the problem again. You just might discover that you're able to solve it.

Read the story. Use the information in the story to answer the questions below.

Circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D.

1. Your brain has the ability to download, process, and react to information coming from … .
A. The basic movements part of the brain

B. A supercomputer

C. Your eyes, ears, and other sensory organs

D. Microscopic cells

2. __________ are microscopic cells that create and send information to your brain.

A. Brains

B. Brain cells

C. Neutrons

D. Neurons

3. The sensory neurons in your skin relay information to ___ on the way to the brain?

A. The spinal cord

B. The brain

C. The foot

D. The head

4. What happens every time you learn something new or have a new thought or memory?

A. It gets harder to remember

B. The emotion part of the brain is triggered

C. You will always forget it

D. The structure of your brain changes

5. What should you do if you are having a hard time learning?

A. Get up and exercise

B. Give up

C. Raise your hand

D. Don’t worry about it

Decide whether these statements are true or false:

6) Brain – is a fantastic control center of your thinking, learning and so on. 
7) Brain has fewer abilities to process data and react to the flood of information as the computer has.  
8) Your brain contains less than 100 billion microscopic cells. 
9) Your spinal cord is not involved into the process of transmitting the messages coming from the brain. 
10) Your brain sends messages along certain pathways of neutrons, forming new connections. 
Text 2 
Pet Doctor

Read through the text and choose one answer for each question. 
There's an old saying in the theatre world "Never work with children or animals". It's a pity that Herman Gross has never heard this piece of advice, or if he has, that he didn't pay attention to it. It's not so much that Pet Doctor is a bad film; although I can't really find many reasons for saying it's a good one. It's more that it makes me angry. Gross is a good actor. His appearance on the New York stage last winter in Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet showed that he really can act. So what's he doing in this nonsense? 

It's a story about a small town doctor who finds he's making more money by looking after the local children's pets than he is by looking after humans. Then he gets into trouble with the police, because he doesn't have the right sort oflicense to do this and, surprise, surprise, the children and their pets find a way to solve his problems. I won't say how, as it's the only part of the film that's even slightly original or amusing. If you have to see it, you'd be annoyed with me for telling you. But my advice is, when it comes to a cinema near you stay in and shampoo the cat. 

Read the story. Use the information in the story to answer the questions below.

Circle the correct letter A, B or C.

11. What is the writer trying to do in the text? 

a. Compare Herman Gross with another actor. 

b. Give his or her opinion about using animals in films. 

c. Give his or her opinion about Pet Doctor. 

12. The text gives the reader ...

a. information about a new film. 

b. ideas about how animals should be cared for. 

c. news about the lives of film stars. 

13. The writer thinks that Pet Doctor is ...

a. amusing. 

b. original. 

c. not worth seeing. 

14. Why did the writer mention Romeo and Juliet? 

a. It's an example of a really good play. 

b. Gross proved he's a good actor in it. 

c. The central characters are very young. 

15. Which one of these TV guides is describing Pet Doctor? 

a. A doctor is loved by the children whose pets he cures. But everything goes wrong and he is sent to prison. 

b. A doctor finds he can cure local animals, then discovers this isn't allowed. But it all finishes happily. 

c. A doctor prefers animals to humans and stops looking after his patients. People are dying, the animals are cured, then the police arrive . . .

Decide whether these statements are true or false:

16) The film Pet Doctor makes me happy.
17) I liked very much Gross’s acting in Romeo and Juliet performance in New York.
18) It was a story about a doctor who didn’t like animals. 
19) This doctor didn’t have a license to deal with humans. 
20) The writer finds this film to be amusing. 

Reading Comprehension
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Writing Comprehension Test for 8th Form Students

1) In many countries today, the eating habits and lifestyle of children are different from those of previous generations. Some people say this has had a negative effect on their health.  Do you agree or disagree with this opinion?

2) Why do you think people attend school, college or university? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

3) Why do you think it is important to preserve historic cities? How do you imagine the future of our city will be?
















