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Listening

Read the text once, then let the pupils choose one answer at each text (true/false variants). Remember, this is a listening test. Do not give the pupils the text to read – they must get all the information from listening! 

I
Facebook

Do you use any of the social networking websites which are so popular these days, the places where you can connect up with friends and relatives and meet people who share the same interests as you? If you’re younger you may use MySpace, young adults are more likely to be found on Facebook and busy professionals may prefer something like LinkedIn. But at least two of these sites have one thing in common: apart from being social spaces where you can meet and chat to people, share photos and other things, they’ve all added new verbs and nouns to the language in the past couple of years. Let’s take a look at some examples. You can facebook your holiday photos (upload them to your Facebook page), facebook someone to see who they are (look him up in Facebook), facebook someone about a party (contact someone through their Facebook page) and ask permission to facebook someone (add them as a Facebook friend). 

As you can see, ‘facebook’ is a pretty versatile word, and you could say the same about ‘myspace’, which you will find being used in much the same way all over the Net. LinkedIn (being a more adult, professional community) has not been used in the same way. While you’re ‘facebooking’ or ‘myspacing’ you may also find yourself ‘commenting’ (writing a comment on someone’s Facebook or MySpace page), as in this example: ‘I commented Mary that she should come to the pub on Saturday and she commented me that she couldn’t because she was going away for the weekend’. 

II

Carnival Safety Success

This year’s Notting Hill Carnival, Europe’s biggest street festival, was the best ever. Despite the cloudy skies, the carnival brought the streets to life in its own unique way with record numbers and little reported crime. After the two murders in 2009, there had been major safety worries concerning this year’s carnival. To deal with these fears several changes were made. Firstly, the route for the carnival was changed to avoid the narrowest streets in Notting Hill, a residential area with many small roads. Secondly, the carnival organisers provided more stewards and they received better training. Finally, the organisers ensured that the ending time, 9 p.m., was closely observed. 

Following these changes, Carnival 2010 saw more than a million people party in the streets of Notting Hill. More than 3,000 people dressed in spectacular colourful costumes and paraded and danced through the streets, crowds of four and five people deep lined the route to try and see the event. Residents partied on apartment balconies and even the police took part. Apart from the carnival parade, the local area was filled with sound systems pumping out music of all different kinds – Samba, Reggae and Rap music being the most common. 

Police yesterday said that 56 arrests were made over the weekend, which included 30 arrests for pick-pocketing and three for robbery. The chairman of the Notting Hill Carnival Trust, Chris Mullard, yesterday said, "The criticism of the event has been ill-founded and I hope people will now see the carnival for what it is; a wonderful opportunity to project the multiculturalism that is metropolitan London.”
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Listening

Remember: you are NOT allowed to take notes at ANY time when the text is being read to you.

Facebook

Decide whether these statements are true or false:

1. People who use Myspace are generally not as old as people who use Facebook. 
2. LinkedIn is for people with good jobs. 
3. Sites like these have given new words such as adverbs and adjectives to the language. 
4. Myspace has proven to be a less versatile word than Facebook. 

5. All three of the sites mentioned have provided some new words. 

6. In this Internet context, ‘to comment’ means to leave a message for someone on their site.
7. You can use Facebook for different purposes. 
8. The new terms have been in use for ten years. 
9. The word ‘facebook’ has various uses. 
10. You need someone’s authorisation to add their name to your facebook page. 
Carnival Safety Success

Decide whether these statements are true or false:

11. In Europe, there is a bigger festival than Notting Hill Carnival. 
12. The weather was very good at this year’s Carnival. 
13. The carnival parade went a different way this year. 

14. Many activities continued till midnight. 
15. Over a million people wore special costumes.

16. For some people, it was difficult to see the parade. 
17. Some police danced and partied. 
18. There were many kinds of music. 
19. More than half the arrests were for theft. 
20. The carnival represents only one group or community in London. 
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Form 10

READING

Read through the text and say whether the following statements are True or False.

I

The Battle of Bannockburn

Robert the Bruce, King of Scotland, is one of the great heroes of Scottish history. At that time the English king Edward II wanted to rule the whole country, but Robert the Bruce helped the Scots to resist and to form a large army which attacked Stirling castle. King Edward’s army came to help the soldiers in the castle, and the two armies met at the small town of Bannockburn on June 24, 1314. 

At that time the strongest part of the English army was bowmen. These bowmen, with their long bows had won many victories for the English in France. The Scots did not have many bowmen, so when the English archers attacked they could not defend themselves or fight back. However, Robert the Bruce was ready for this, and he called for his cavalry, (his soldiers on horseback). The horses were too quick for the bowmen, and the Scots knights chased them from the battlefield. 

As the English knights advanced, Robert the Bruce ordered the Scots to put sharp sticks in front of their soldiers, and to dig holes in the ground for the English cavalry to fall into. As a result, the English were discouraged by what happened and they did not fight very well. 

Many people in the area knew that a great battle was being fought, and when they heard that the Scots army was winning, they came to watch the battle. The English soldiers saw them appear on the top of a nearby hill, and they thought that they were another Scottish army arriving. The English were terrified that they would be caught between two Scots armies and they ran away. Now the Scots cavalry returned to the battle and the horsemen killed many English soldiers as they ran away. After this, the English army never really succeeded in conquering Scotland, also because they had to fight wars in other countries, such as France and Holland. 

Decide whether the statements are true or false

1. The battle of Bannockburn was in the 14th Century. 
2. The battle took place in winter. 
3. At the time of the battle the English were in Stirling Castle. 
4. Many Scots at Bannockburn were killed by arrows. 
5. The English bowmen were the weakest part of the English army 
6. The English horsemen chased the Scots horsemen away. 
7. It was very difficult for the English to attack the Scots army. 
8. The English were frightened when another Scottish army appeared. 
9. The English soldiers won the battle. 
10. Scotland was also fighting with the French.
II
Read through the text and choose one answer for each question. 
Read the story. Use the information in the story to answer the questions below.

Circle the correct letter A, B or C.

Alternative medicine
Alternative medicine is, by definition, an alternative to something else: modern, Western medicine. But the term ‘alternative’ can be misleading, even off-putting for some people. Few practitioners of homeopathy, acupuncture, herbalism and the like regard their therapies as complete substitutes for modern medicine. Rather, they consider their disciplines as supplementary to orthodox medicine. The problem is that many doctors refuse even to recognize ‘natural’ or alternative medicine, to do so calls for a radically different view of health, illness and cure. But whatever doctors may think, the demand for alternative forms of medical therapy is stronger than ever before, as the limitations of modern medical science become more widely understood. 

Alternative therapies are often dismissed by orthodox medicine because they are sometimes administered by people with no formal medical training. But, in comparison with many traditional therapies, western medicine as we know it today is a very recent phenomenon. Until only 150 years ago, herbal medicine and simple inorganic compounds were the most effective treatments available. Despite the medical establishment’s intolerant attitude, alternative therapies are being accepted by more and more doctors, and the World Health Organization has agreed to promote the integration of proven, valuable, ‘alternative’ knowledge and skills in western medicine. 

11. The term ‘alternative’ is ...

a. not entirely appropriate. 

b. rejected by Western medicine. 

c. very recent. 

12. Alternative therapy is often rejected by conventional doctors because ...

a. it is not beneficial. 

b. it is misleading. 

c. practitioners are often not qualified. 

13. Few practitioners of alternative medicine think their therapies should ...

a. substitute modern medicine. 

b. complement modern medicine. 

c. be accepted by the medical establishment. 

14. Western medicine ...

a. is based on many traditional therapies. 

b. has existed for a comparatively short time. 

c. is practised by people with no formal medical training. 

15. The World Health Organization ...

a. has an intolerant attitude towards alternative therapies. 

b. will support effective knowledge and skills. 

c. will support all alternative medicine.

Decide whether these statements true or false:

16) The term ‘alternative’ is absolutely clear for all people. 
17) The practitioners of homeopathy consider their therapies as major ones. 
18) Many doctors refuse ‘natural’ or ‘alternative’ medicine. 
19) Western medicine is a very recent phenomenon. 
20) More than one hundred years ago alternative medicine was the most effective treatment. 
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Writing Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students

1. Many newspapers and magazines feature stories about the private lives of famous people. We know what they eat, where they buy their clothes and who they love. We also often see pictures of them in private situations.  Is it appropriate for a magazine or newspaper to give this kind of private information about people? Give reasons for your answer.

2. Some people prefer to spend their lives doing the same things and avoiding change. Others, however, think that change is always a good thing. Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.
3. Some people say that advertising encourages us to buy things that we really do not need. Others say that advertisements tell us about new products that may improve our lives.
















