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Form 9 

Listening

Text 1
Norwich
Read the text once, then let the pupils choose one answer at each text (true/false variants). Remember, this is a listening test. Do not give the pupils the text to read – they must get all the information from listening! 

Norwich, the capital of the part of Britain known as East Anglia, has existed as a place to live for more than two thousand years. It began as a small village beside the River Wensum. 

The first cathedral was built in 1095 and has recently celebrated its 900th anniversary, while Norwich itself had a year of celebration in 1994 to mark the 800th anniversary of the city receiving a Royal Charter. This allowed it to be called a city and to govern itself independently. 

Today, in comparison with places like London or Manchester, Norwich is quite small, with a population of around 150,000, but in the 16th century Norwich was the second city of England. It continued to grow for the next 300 years and got richer and richer, becoming famous for having as many churches as there are weeks in the year and as many pubs as there are days in the year. 

Nowadays, there are far fewer churches and pubs. With its fast growing university student population and its success as a modern commercial centre, the city now has a wide choice of entertainment: theatres, cinemas, nightclubs, busy cafes, excellent restaurants, and a number of arts and leisure centres. Now the city's attractions include another important development, a modern shopping centre called 'The Castle Mall'. The people of Norwich lived with a very large hole in the middle of their city for over two years, as builders dug up the main car park. Lorries moved nearly a million tons of earth so that the roof of the Mall could become a city centre park, with attractive water pools and hundreds of trees. But the local people are really pleased that the old open market remains, right in the heart of the city and next to the new development. 

Text 2

Read the text once, then let the pupils choose one answer at each text (multiple or true/false variants). Remember, this is a listening test. Do not give the pupils the text to read  – they must get all the information from listening! 

When you imagine the desert, you probably think of a very hot place covered with sand. Although this is a good description for many deserts, Earth’s largest desert is actually a very cold place covered with ice: Antarctica. 

In order for an area to be considered a desert, it must receive very little rainfall. More specifically, it must receive an average of less than ten inches of precipitation – which can be rain, sleet, hail, or snow-on the ground every year. Antarctica, the coldest place on earth, has an average temperature that usually falls below the freezing point. And because cold air holds less moisture than warm air, the air in Antarctica does not hold much moisture at all. This is evident in the low precipitation statistics recorded for Antarctica. For example, the central part of Antarctica receives an average of less than 2 inches of snow every year. The coastline of Antarctica receives a little bit more – between seven and eight inches a year. Because Antarctica gets so little precipitation every year, it is considered a desert. 

When precipitation falls in hot deserts, it quickly evaporates back into the atmosphere. The air over Antarctica is too cold to hold water vapor, so there is very little evaporation. Due to this low rate of evaporation, most of the snow that falls to the ground remains there permanently, eventually building up into thick ice sheets. Any snow that does not freeze into ice sheets becomes caught up in the strong winds that constantly blow over Antarctica. These snow-filled winds can make it look as if it is snowing. Even though snowfall is very rare there, blizzards are actually very common on Antarctica. 

Form 9 

Listening

Remember: you are NOT allowed to take notes at ANY time when the text is being read to you.

Text 1

Norwich

Decide whether the statements are true or false:

1. The River Wensum flows through East Anglia. 

2. People have lived by the River Wensum for at least 2,000 years. 
3. In the 11th century Norwich was a small village. 
4. Norwich has been a city since its first cathedral was built. 
5. Norwich has always been one of the smallest English cities. 
7. The number of students in Norwich is increasing. 
8. The Castle Mall took more than two years to build.
9. Norwich people still like shopping at the old market. 
10. The city park surrounds the Mall.
Text 2

Listen to the text and choose one answer for each question. Circle the correct letter A, B, C or D.
11) The main purpose of paragraph 1 is to 

A. accept a conclusion 

B. introduce an argument 

C. provide a brief history 

D. deny a common belief 

12) The best title for this passage would be 

A. Earth’s Many Deserts 

B. Antarctica: The Coldest Place on Earth 

C. A Desert of Ice 

D. Unusual Blizzards 

13) Africa’s Sahara Desert is the second-largest desert on earth. Based on the information in the passage, what characteristic must the Sahara share with Antarctica? 

A. low temperatures 

B. high temperatures 

C. frequent blizzards 

D. low precipitation 

14) As used in paragraph 2, which is the best definition for precipitation? 

A. moisture in the air that falls to the ground 

B. any type of weather event 

C. weather events that only happen in very cold areas 

D. a blizzard that occurs in areas with limited snowfall 

15) Based on the information in the final paragraph, it can be understood that blizzards in Antarctica are mainly the result of 

A. freezing cold temperatures 

B. large amounts of snowfall 

C. low amounts of precipitation 

D. strong winds 

Decide whether the statements are true or false:

16) The Earth’s largest desert is the coldest place on the Earth. 
17) The air in Antarctica holds much moisture. 
18) Antarctica is considered as a desert because it gets little precipitation. 
19) In hot deserts precipitation doesn’t evaporate quickly. 
20) Snowfall is very rare in Antarctic.
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Form 9

Reading

Text 1
Harriet Tubman: Civil War Spy

Read the story. Use the information in the story to answer the questions below.

Circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D.

By: Catherine Clarke Fox

Harriet Tubman is well known for risking her life as a “conductor” in the UndergroundRailroad, which led escaped slaves to freedom in the North. But did you know that theformer slave also served as a spy for the Union during the Civil War and was the firstwoman in American history to lead a military expedition?

During a time when women were usually restricted totraditional roles like cooking and nursing, she did her share ofthose jobs. But she also worked side-by-side with men, sayswriter Tom Allen, who tells her exciting story in the NationalGeographic book, Harriet Tubman, Secret Agent.Tubman decided to help the Union Army because shewanted freedom for all of the people who were forced intoslavery, not just the few she could help by herself. And sheconvinced many other brave African Americans to join her asspies, even at the risk of being hanged if they were caught.In one of her most dramatic and dangerous roles, Tubman helped Colonel JamesMontgomery plan a raid to free slaves from plantations along the Combahee (pronounced“KUM-bee”) River in South Carolina. Early on the morning of June 1, 1863, threegunboats carrying several hundred male soldiers along with Harriet Tubman set out on theirmission. Tubman had gathered key information from her scouts about the Confederatepositions. She knew where they were hiding along the shore. She also found out where theyhad placed torpedoes, or barrels filled with gunpowder, in the water. As the early morningfog lifted on some of the South’s most important rice plantations, the Union expedition hithard. The raiders set fire to buildings and destroyed bridges, so they couldn’t be used by theConfederate Army. They also freed about 750 slaves-men, women, children, andbabies - and did not lose one soldier in the attack.Allen, who writes about this adventure and many others, got to know Tubman wellthrough the months of research he did for the book. The historic details he shares bringTubman and many other important figures of her time to life. To gather the facts, Allen searched libraries and the Internet, and even walked inTubman’s footsteps. “I went on the river just south of the area where the raid took place,” hesays. “You are in that kind of country she would have known, with plenty of mosquitoes andsnakes, and there are still dirt roads there today - so you get a feeling of what it was like.”

Allen says his most exciting moment came when a librarian led him to written accountsby people who actually saw Tubman and the raiders in action.

“She was five feet two inches (157 centimeters) tall, born a slave, had a debilitatingillness, and was unable to read or write. Yet here was this tough woman who could takecharge and lead men. Put all that together and you get Harriet Tubman. I got to like herpretty quickly because of her strength and her spirit,” Allen says.

1. Harriet Tubman is best known for being a “conductor” in the Underground Railroad. She is

also known as the first woman in American History to _________.

A. Ride in a train

B. Meet the president

C. Lead a military expedition

D. Serve in the Revolutionary War

2. Why did Tubman decide to help the Union Army?

A. She wanted to fight for the South

B. She wanted freedom for all of the people who were forced into slavery

C. She wanted to form a union

D. She had nowhere else to go

3. During this time, how did the Confederate Army make torpedoes?

A. They made them with wood, copper, and dirt

B. They made them in a submarine

C. Filled barrels with water and put them in gunpowder

D. Filled barrels with gunpowder and put them in water

4. Other than the library and the Internet, how did Tom Allen gather information about

Harriet Tubman?

A. He walked in her footsteps

B. He sent her a message on Facebook

C. Hired a detective

D. He wrote a book

5. In the last paragraph, why does the author tell about Tubman’s size and illness?

A. To make the reader feel bad for her

B. To give the reader a description of her

C. To explain to the reader that she had little, yet she accomplished so much

D. To tell a story about Harriet Tubman being a spy

Decide whether the statements are true or false

6. Tubman decided to help the Union Army because she wanted freedom for the people who were forced into slavery.       

7. Tubman didn’t know where the Confederate positions were. 
8. The raiders freed about 1000 slaves.
9. Allen read the real evidence of people who actually had seen Tubman. 
10. Tubman was born a slave and had a debilitating illness, she was unable to read and write. 
II

To Whom it May Concern:
Read the story. Use the information in the story to answer the questions below.

Circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D.

On March 5, 2010, I bought a Perfect Muffin Kit from your store at Midfield Mall. The cashier who assisted me was George. George was very friendly and assured me that the Perfect Muffin Kit would live up to the guarantee on the box: “Perfect Muffins Every Time!” 

Unfortunately, this product did not live up to its claim. Although the box promised, as I stated above, to provide “Perfect Muffins Every Time,” the muffins I made were far from perfect. I followed the directions included in the package very carefully. First, I removed the bag of mix from the box. Then, I poured it into a bowl. Next, I added the correct amount of water to the mix and stirred it. The directions said that after stirring the mixture, I could, and I quote, “add half a cup of raisins, nuts, berries, or another favorite ingredient.” My favorite ingredient happens to be hot sauce. I find that a dash of hot sauce makes pizza, pasta, and soup taste very delicious. So, continuing to follow the directions, I added half a cup of hot sauce to the mix and stirred it. Finally, I poured the mix into muffin tins and baked it in the oven at 350 degrees for exactly 20 minutes. 

When the muffins finished baking, I was very excited to eat the “Perfect Muffins” as promised on the box. You can imagine my disappointment when, upon tasting the muffins, I discovered that they were not perfect. These muffins were, in fact, absolutely terrible. Not even my dog was interested in eating these supposedly “perfect” muffins. 

I would appreciate a full refund ($3.99) for this product as soon as possible. Enclosed are the receipt, the empty box, and one of the un-perfect muffins so that you can experience it for yourself. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Michelle Bauer 

11) This letter is most likely addressed to 

A. the owner of the muffin mix company 

B. a local storeowner 

C. the clerk at a local muffin bakery 

D. George, the cashier who sold Michelle the muffin mix 

12) The tone of the author can best be described as 

A. furious 

B. disgusted 

C. embarrassed 

D. frustrated 

13) As used in paragraph 1, which is the best synonym for guarantee? 

A. lie 

B. warning 

C. promise 

D. sentence 

14) Which of the following best describes the organization of paragraph 2? 

A. The paragraph follows chronological order, in which events are presented in the sequence that they occur. 

B. The author explains a problem and then proposes a solution to that problem. 

C. The author makes an argument and then provides evidence to support that argument. 

D. The paragraph follows a cause-and-effect order, in which a series of causes are given, followed by their effects. 

15) It can be understood that the author is disappointed by the product because 

A. it was worth less money than she paid for it 

B. it did not fulfill the promise made on the box 

C. the directions included with the product contained a mistake 

D. the directions included with the product were too difficult to follow 

16) It can be understood that the author put hot sauce in the muffins because she 

A. wanted to get a full refund 

B. did not read the directions carefully 

C. was out of raisins, nuts, and berries 

D. considered it one of her favorite ingredients 

17) The author’s main purpose in writing this letter is to 

A. complain about how bad the muffins tasted 

B. obtain a full refund for her money 

C. prevent others from making the same mistake she did 

D. persuade the company to change the wording on their box 

18) Which of the following words best describes the author? 

A. shrewd 

B. senseless 

C. unreasonable 

D. careful 

19) Instead of hot sauce, which of the following ingredients might the author have reasonably added to enhance the flavor of the muffin: 

I. raspberries?
II. banana nuts?
III. chocolate chips?
A. I only 

B. I and II only 

C. II and III only 

D. I, II, and III 

20) According to the author, the muffins tasted "absolutely terrible." This is the result of 

A. misinterpretation 

B. negligence 

C. forgetfulness 

D. recklessness 
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Writing Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students
1. In some countries young people have little leisure time and are under a lot of pressure to work hard in their studies.  What do you think are the causes of this?  
2. Nowadays we are producing more and more rubbish. Why do you think this is happening?  What can governments do to help reduce the amount of rubbish produced?

3. The number of overweight children in developed countries is increasing. Some people think this is due to problems such as the growing number of fast food outlets. Others believe that parents are to blame for not looking after their children's health. To what extent do you agree with these views?
















